The Transitional Period ended on 30 June 2024. Clinics must follow the law and guidance that applies after this date — please see the Clinic Practical Guide on legal
changes to storage limits and guidance. This flowchart is for illustrative purposes only and should not be used from 1 July 2024.

Unlawful gamete storage prior to transitional period (version 3, 1July 2024)

Egg storage date 1 November 2009
Storage consent period 10 years
Eggs stored for social egg freezing (GS).
Effective consent ended on 31 October 2019 (patient unable
to extend under the 2009 Regulations i.e. does not meet
premature infertility criteria). Clinic is storing unlawfully

i

Transitional period begins 1 July 2022

l

Clinic contacts patient in writing with GS by 30 June 2023.
Must be completed for up to 8 years to bring in line with 10
year consent periods (i.e. to provide consent to storage from
1 July 2022 to 31 October 2029). GS must be returned by 30
June 2024.

Patient returns completed GS on 1 December 2023 providing
effective consent to storage to 31 October 2029.

Patients to be contacted about renewal of consent before
next renewal period (RNG and RG).

Renewal period 31 October 2028 (12 months before end consent period)
to 30 April 2030 (6 months after end of consent period)

Patient informs clinic they no longer wish to keep the eggs in storage
on 15 August 2022 (WCS)

EGGS TO BE REMOVED FROM STORAGE AND DISPOSED OF ON RECEIPT

OF WCS

Patient wishes to give consent to storage for use in training (WCS).
Patient would need to give consent before 30 June 2024.

Consent form (WCS) completed 02 July 2023

Eggs can be stored for use in training until 31 October 2064 (55 years
from date of original storage, if maximum consent period consented
to).

Patient wishes to donate their eggs for someone else’s treatment.
Information provided, offer of counselling made, screening tests
completed. Patient would need to give consent before 30 June 2024.

Patient gives their consent to storage for donation (WD)
for 55 years on 30 September 2023

Eggs can remain in storage for use in someone else’s treatment until
31 October 2064 (55 years total)

Patient does not respond by 30 June 2024
(end of transitional period)
Consent is taken to have been withdrawn.

Eggs are removed from storage and disposed of on 1 July 2024.


https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/knowledge-base/new-storage-laws/
https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/knowledge-base/new-storage-laws/

